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The period of Muslim occupation in Spain represents the only significant contact
Islam and Europe was ever to have on European soil. In this important as well as
fascinating study, Watt traces Islam's influence upon Spain and European
civilization - from the collapse of the Visigoths in the eighth century to the fall of
Granada in the fifteenth, and considers Spain's importance as a part of the Islamic
empire. Particular attention is given to the golden period of economic and
political stability achieved under the Umayyads. Without losing themselves in
detail and without sacrificing complexity, the authors discuss the political, social,
and economic continuity in Islamic Spain, or al-Andalus, in light of its cultural
and intellectual effects upon the rest of Europe. Medieval Christianity, Watt
points out, found models of scholarship in the Islamic philosophers and adapted
the idea of holy war to its own purposes while the final reunification of Spain
under the aegis of the Reconquista played a significant role in bringing Europe
out of the Middle Ages. A survey essential to anyone seeking a more complete
knowledge of European or Islamic history, the volume also includes sections on
literature and philology by Pierre Cachia. This series of "Islamic surveys" is
designed to give the educated reader something more than can be found in the
usual popular books. Each work undertakes to survey a special part of the field,
and to show the present stage of scholarship here. Where there is a clear picture
this will be given; but where there are gaps, obscurities and differences of
opinion, these will also be indicated. Full and annotated bibliographies will
afford guidance to those who want to pursue their studies further. There will also
be some account of the nature and extent of the source material. The series is
addressed in the first place to the educated reader, with little or no previous
knowledge of the subject; its character is such that it should be of value also to
university students and others whose interest is of a more professional kind.
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The period of Muslim occupation in Spain represents the only significant contact Islam and Europe was ever
to have on European soil. In this important as well as fascinating study, Watt traces Islam's influence upon
Spain and European civilization - from the collapse of the Visigoths in the eighth century to the fall of
Granada in the fifteenth, and considers Spain's importance as a part of the Islamic empire. Particular
attention is given to the golden period of economic and political stability achieved under the Umayyads.
Without losing themselves in detail and without sacrificing complexity, the authors discuss the political,
social, and economic continuity in Islamic Spain, or al-Andalus, in light of its cultural and intellectual effects
upon the rest of Europe. Medieval Christianity, Watt points out, found models of scholarship in the Islamic
philosophers and adapted the idea of holy war to its own purposes while the final reunification of Spain
under the aegis of the Reconquista played a significant role in bringing Europe out of the Middle Ages. A
survey essential to anyone seeking a more complete knowledge of European or Islamic history, the volume
also includes sections on literature and philology by Pierre Cachia. This series of "Islamic surveys" is
designed to give the educated reader something more than can be found in the usual popular books. Each
work undertakes to survey a special part of the field, and to show the present stage of scholarship here.
Where there is a clear picture this will be given; but where there are gaps, obscurities and differences of
opinion, these will also be indicated. Full and annotated bibliographies will afford guidance to those who
want to pursue their studies further. There will also be some account of the nature and extent of the source
material. The series is addressed in the first place to the educated reader, with little or no previous knowledge
of the subject; its character is such that it should be of value also to university students and others whose
interest is of a more professional kind.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This rapid survey of eight centuries of Hispano-Islamic history is a competent, informative, and pleasantly
readable performance. Designedly aimed at the “educated reader,” it will also interest the specialist for its
many keen reappraisals of the civilization and the strengths and weaknesses of Moorish Spain.”

—C. J. Bishko, The American Historical Review

“This is the best introduction in English… to Islamic Spain. The authors… have presented a clear synthesis
of politics and culture.”

—J. N. Hillgarth,Speculum

“One must be immensely grateful to Professor Watt for having made the constructive effort to draw together
the work of several sets of specialists and communicate the result to the educated world at large.”

—L. P. Harvey, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London

About the Author

W. Montgomery Watt (1909-2006) was professor emeritus of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of
Edinburgh. He is the author of numerous books, including Muslim-Christian Encounters: Perceptions and
Misperceptions, Islam: A Short History, Muhammad's Mecca, and Islamic Surveys: The Influence of Islam
on Medieval Europe.

Pierre Cachia taught at the University of Edinburgh, and was Senior Lecturer in Arabic. He is now professor
emeritus of Arabic language and literature at Columbia University.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matilda Greiner:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called A History of Islamic
Spain? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?



Theresa Adams:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This A History of Islamic Spain is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Christopher Palmer:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge
you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books
but if you want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual
A History of Islamic Spain is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ethel Springer:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this A History of Islamic Spain, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.
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