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In thisnew book developed from the prestigious Reith L ectures, Nobel
Prize—winning author Wole Soyinka, a cour ageous advocate for human
rightsaround the world, considersfear asthe dominant themein world
politics.

Decades ago, the idea of collective fear had atangible face: the atom bomb.
Today our shared anxiety has become far more complex and insidious, arising
from tyranny, terrorism, and the invisible power of the “quas state.” AsWole
Soyinka suggests, the climate of fear that has enveloped the world was sparked
long before September 11, 2001.

Rather, it can be traced to 1989, when a passenger plane was brought down by
terrorists over the Republic of Niger. From Niger to lower Manhattan to Madrid,
thisinvisible threat has erased distinctions between citizens and soldiers; we're
all potential targets now.

In this seminal work, Soyinka explores the implications of this climate of fear:
the conflict between power and freedom, the motives behind unthinkable acts of

violence, and the meaning of human dignity. Fascinating and disturbing, Climate
of Fear isabrilliant and defining work for our age.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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In thisnew book developed from the prestigious Reith Lectures, Nobel Prize—winning author Wole
Soyinka, a courageous advocate for human rights around theworld, considersfear asthe dominant
themein world politics.

Decades ago, the idea of collective fear had atangible face: the atom bomb. Today our shared anxiety has
become far more complex and insidious, arising from tyranny, terrorism, and the invisible power of the
“quasi state.” AsWole Soyinka suggests, the climate of fear that has enveloped the world was sparked long
before September 11, 2001.

Rather, it can be traced to 1989, when a passenger plane was brought down by terrorists over the Republic of
Niger. From Niger to lower Manhattan to Madrid, thisinvisible threat has erased distinctions between
citizens and soldiers; we're all potential targets now.

In this seminal work, Soyinka explores the implications of this climate of fear: the conflict between power
and freedom, the motives behind unthinkable acts of violence, and the meaning of human dignity.
Fascinating and disturbing, Climate of Fear is abrilliant and defining work for our age.

Fromthe Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

During the Cold War, most Americans feared the possibility of anuclear attack. As Nobelist Soyinka
observesin these five stirring lectures, delivered at the Royal Institution in London in March 2004, fear can
no longer be so easily named in this time of tyrannical and terrorist quasi-states. For Soyinka, the new
atmosphere became clear in 1989, when a bomb destroyed a UTA passenger plane over the Republic of
Niger. That act of political sabotage, following close on the heels of asimilar and more publicized incident
over Lockerbie, Scotland, established the contours of our contemporary climate of fear. Motivated by
political and religious rhetoric that binds and blinds, small and fanatical groups recklessly commit such acts
in order to gain power over others. Victims of such terrorist acts feel vulnerable and out of control since they
cannot predict when or from where the next such attack might come. According to Soyinka, these victims
then lose al dignity and freedom in aworld turned upside down. While Soyinka brilliantly names our
contemporary condition, he does not offer any suggestions about ways that the situation may be improved or
our fears overcome. Agent, Carlisle & Company.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From the Inside Flap

In this new book developed from the prestigious Reith Lectures, Nobel Prize--winning author Wole Soyinka,
a courageous advocate for human rights around the world, considers fear as the dominant theme in world
poalitics.

Decades ago, the idea of collective fear had atangible face: the atom bomb. Today our shared anxiety has
become far more complex and insidious, arising from tyranny, terrorism, and the invisible power of the
"quas state." AsWole Soyinka suggests, the climate of fear that has enveloped the world was sparked long
before September 11, 2001.

Rather, it can be traced to 1989, when a passenger plane was brought down by terrorists over the Republic of
Niger. From Niger to lower Manhattan to Madrid, thisinvisible threat has erased distinctions between
citizens and soldiers; we're all potential targets now.

In this seminal work, Soyinka explores the implications of this climate of fear: the conflict between power
and freedom, the motives behind unthinkable acts of violence, and the meaning of human dignity.
Fascinating and disturbing, "Climate of Fear is abrilliant and defining work for our age.

About the Author

Wole Soyinka--playwright, novelist, poet and polemical essayist--was born in Nigeriain 1934. Educated
there and at Leeds University, he worked in the British theatre before returning to West Africain 1960. In
1986 he became the first African writer to win the Nobel Prize for Literature.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lori Johnson:

The book Climate of Fear: The Quest for Dignity in a Dehumanized World (Reith Lectures) make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a



book Climate of Fear: The Quest for Dignity in a Dehumanized World (Reith Lectures) to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like open up and read areserve Climate of Fear: The
Quest for Dignity in a Dehumanized World (Reith Lectures). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So, how do you think about this publication?

Michelle Mills:

The reserve untitled Climate of Fear: The Quest for Dignity in a Dehumanized World (Reith Lectures) isthe
publication that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did alot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Climate of Fear: The Quest for Dignity
in a Dehumanized World (Reith Lectures) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Cora Snyder:

This Climate of Fear: The Quest for Dignity in a Dehumanized World (Reith Lectures) is great publication
for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and aso have
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can
say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Climate of Fear: The Quest for Dignity in a Dehumanized World (Reith
Lectures) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So, this can be
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

L ola Behrendt:

Beside this particular Climate of Fear: The Quest for Dignity in a Dehumanized World (Reith Lectures) in
your phone, it could give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
aged people livein narrow village. It is good thing to have Climate of Fear: The Quest for Dignity ina
Dehumanized World (Reith Lectures) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often
have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to missit? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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