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Under Stalin’s totalitarian leadership of the USSR, Soviet national identities with
historical narratives were constructed. These constructions envisaged how
nationalities should see their imaginary common past, and millions of people
defined themselves according to them. This book explains how and by whom
these national histories were constructed and focuses on the crucial episode in the
construction of national identities of Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan from
1936 and 1945.

A unique comparative study of three different case studies, this book reveals
different aims and methods of nation construction, despite the existence of one-
party rule and a single overarching official ideology. The study is based on work
in the often overlooked archives in the Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan. By
looking at different examples within the Soviet context, the author contributes to
and often challenges current scholarship on Soviet nationality policies and
Stalinist nation-building projects. He also brings a new viewpoint to the debate
on whether the Soviet period was a project of developmentalist modernization or
merely a renewed ‘Russian empire’. The book concludes that the local agents in
the countries concerned had a sincere belief in socialism?especially as a project
of modernism and development?and, at the same time, were strongly attached to
their national identities.

Claiming that local communist party officials and historians played a leading role
in the construction of national narratives, this book will be of interest to
historians and political scientists interested in the history of the Soviet Union and
contemporary Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia.
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Under Stalin’s totalitarian leadership of the USSR, Soviet national identities with historical narratives were
constructed. These constructions envisaged how nationalities should see their imaginary common past, and
millions of people defined themselves according to them. This book explains how and by whom these
national histories were constructed and focuses on the crucial episode in the construction of national
identities of Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan from 1936 and 1945.

A unique comparative study of three different case studies, this book reveals different aims and methods of
nation construction, despite the existence of one-party rule and a single overarching official ideology. The
study is based on work in the often overlooked archives in the Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan. By
looking at different examples within the Soviet context, the author contributes to and often challenges
current scholarship on Soviet nationality policies and Stalinist nation-building projects. He also brings a new
viewpoint to the debate on whether the Soviet period was a project of developmentalist modernization or
merely a renewed ‘Russian empire’. The book concludes that the local agents in the countries concerned had
a sincere belief in socialism?especially as a project of modernism and development?and, at the same time,
were strongly attached to their national identities.

Claiming that local communist party officials and historians played a leading role in the construction of
national narratives, this book will be of interest to historians and political scientists interested in the history
of the Soviet Union and contemporary Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Harun Yilmaz holds his MSc. and PhD from the University of Oxford, UK. He was a post-doc research
fellow at Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, USA (2012) and a tutor at the University of Oxford.
Currently he is a British Academy post-doctoral Research Fellow at Queen Mary University of London, UK.
His area of interest and published research covers modern history of and contemporary politics in Russia,
Ukraine, Caucasus, and Central Asia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book National Identities in Soviet Historiography: The Rise of Nations under
Stalin (Central Asia Research Forum) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book National Identities in
Soviet Historiography: The Rise of Nations under Stalin (Central Asia Research Forum) is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book National
Identities in Soviet Historiography: The Rise of Nations under Stalin (Central Asia Research Forum). You
never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Leonard Bartow:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to
be go through. National Identities in Soviet Historiography: The Rise of Nations under Stalin (Central Asia
Research Forum) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.

Barbara Simon:

This National Identities in Soviet Historiography: The Rise of Nations under Stalin (Central Asia Research
Forum) is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this National Identities in Soviet Historiography: The Rise of
Nations under Stalin (Central Asia Research Forum) can be the light food to suit your needs because the



information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Frances York:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication National Identities in Soviet Historiography: The Rise of Nations
under Stalin (Central Asia Research Forum) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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