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Foreword by Skip Cohen

Translating the chaos of the real world into a breathtakingly simple, beautiful
photograph can often seem like an impossible task. With busy, cluttered
backgrounds and subjects who don’t know how to pose, how can you take
control and get a great shot no matter the situation? In Picture Perfect Practice,
photographer Roberto Valenzuela breaks down the craft of photography into
three key elements–locations, poses, and execution–that you can use to unlock
the photographic opportunities lying beneath every challenging situation.

Valenzuela stresses the need for photographers to actively practice their craft
every day–just like you would practice a musical instrument–in order to master
the art of making great images. With chapters that offer practice exercises to
strengthen your photographic abilities, you’ll learn how to approach a scene,
break it down, and see your way to a great photograph. The Location section
features chapters that cover symmetry, balance, framing, color elements, textures,
and much more. The Posing section includes the Five Key Posing Techniques
that Valenzuela uses every time he’s shooting people, as well as a complete list
of poses and how to achieve, customize, and perfect them. The Execution
portion, with sections like “Lighting through Direction” and “Simplicity through
Subtraction,” reveals Valenzuela’s overall approach to getting the shot. The book
also includes an inspiring and helpful chapter on deliberate practice techniques,
where Valenzuela describes his system for practicing and analyzing his work,
which leads to constant improvement as a photographer.

If you’ve been frustrated and overwhelmed by the challenges of real-world
locations, posing your subjects, or executing a great image–or if you simply want
to become a better shooter but don’t know where to start–Picture Perfect
Practice gives you the tools and information you need to finally become the kind
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of photographer you’ve always wanted to be: the kind who can confidently walk
into any location, under any lighting condition, with any subject, and know that
you can create astonishing photographs that have a timeless impact.
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Foreword by Skip Cohen

Translating the chaos of the real world into a breathtakingly simple, beautiful photograph can often seem like
an impossible task. With busy, cluttered backgrounds and subjects who don’t know how to pose, how can
you take control and get a great shot no matter the situation? In Picture Perfect Practice, photographer
Roberto Valenzuela breaks down the craft of photography into three key elements–locations, poses, and
execution–that you can use to unlock the photographic opportunities lying beneath every challenging
situation.

Valenzuela stresses the need for photographers to actively practice their craft every day–just like you would
practice a musical instrument–in order to master the art of making great images. With chapters that offer
practice exercises to strengthen your photographic abilities, you’ll learn how to approach a scene, break it
down, and see your way to a great photograph. The Location section features chapters that cover symmetry,
balance, framing, color elements, textures, and much more. The Posing section includes the Five Key Posing
Techniques that Valenzuela uses every time he’s shooting people, as well as a complete list of poses and how
to achieve, customize, and perfect them. The Execution portion, with sections like “Lighting through
Direction” and “Simplicity through Subtraction,” reveals Valenzuela’s overall approach to getting the shot.
The book also includes an inspiring and helpful chapter on deliberate practice techniques, where Valenzuela
describes his system for practicing and analyzing his work, which leads to constant improvement as a
photographer.

If you’ve been frustrated and overwhelmed by the challenges of real-world locations, posing your subjects,
or executing a great image–or if you simply want to become a better shooter but don’t know where to
start–Picture Perfect Practice gives you the tools and information you need to finally become the kind of
photographer you’ve always wanted to be: the kind who can confidently walk into any location, under any
lighting condition, with any subject, and know that you can create astonishing photographs that have a
timeless impact.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Roberto Valenzuela is a Beverly Hills-based photographer, specializing in wedding photography. He has
been recognized as one of the world's top wedding photographers by Junebug Weddings, and has won over
50 international print competition accolades from the Wedding and Portrait Photographers International
(WPPI) association. He is an active speaker and teacher at photography conferences across the country.
Learn more at robertovalenzuelaphotography.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Parrish:

The book Picture Perfect Practice: A Self-Training Guide to Mastering the Challenges of Taking World-
Class Photographs (Voices That Matter) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Picture Perfect Practice: A Self-Training Guide
to Mastering the Challenges of Taking World-Class Photographs (Voices That Matter) to get your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a book Picture Perfect
Practice: A Self-Training Guide to Mastering the Challenges of Taking World-Class Photographs (Voices
That Matter). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Debra Sims:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is Picture Perfect Practice: A Self-Training Guide to Mastering the Challenges of Taking
World-Class Photographs (Voices That Matter).

Donna Davis:

Picture Perfect Practice: A Self-Training Guide to Mastering the Challenges of Taking World-Class
Photographs (Voices That Matter) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Picture Perfect Practice: A Self-Training Guide to



Mastering the Challenges of Taking World-Class Photographs (Voices That Matter) nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Shaun Sae:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Picture Perfect Practice: A Self-Training
Guide to Mastering the Challenges of Taking World-Class Photographs (Voices That Matter) to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that
the guide Picture Perfect Practice: A Self-Training Guide to Mastering the Challenges of Taking World-
Class Photographs (Voices That Matter) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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