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As part of aunique series covering the grand sweep of Western civilization from
ancient to present times, this biographical dictionary provides introductory
information on 315 leading cultural figures of late medieval and early modern
Europe. Taking a cultural approach not typically found in general biographical
dictionaries, the work includes literary, philosophical, artistic, military, religious,
humanistic, musical, economic, and exploratory figures. Political figures are
included only if they patronized the arts, and coverage focuses on their cultural
impact. Figures from western European countries, such as Italy, France, England,
Iberia, the Low Countries, and the Holy Roman Empire predominate, but
outlying areas such as Scotland, Scandinavia, and Eastern Europe are also
represented.

Late medieval Europe was an age of crisis. With the Papacy removed to
Avignon, the schism in the Catholic Church shook the very core of medieval
belief. The Hundred Y ears War devastated France. The Black Death decimated
the population. Y et out of this crisis grew an age of renewal, leading to the
Renaissance. The great Italian city-states developed. Humanism reawakened
interest in the cultures of ancient Greece and Rome. Dante and Boccaccio began
writing in their Tuscan vernacular. Italian artists became humanists and
flourished. Asthe genius of Italy began spreading to northern and western
Europe at the end of the 15th century, the age of renewal was completed. This
book provides thorough basic information on the major cultural figures of this
tumultuous era of crisisand renewal.
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As part of a unique series covering the grand sweep of Western civilization from ancient to present times,
this biographical dictionary provides introductory information on 315 leading cultural figures of late
medieval and early modern Europe. Taking a cultural approach not typically found in general biographical
dictionaries, the work includes literary, philosophical, artistic, military, religious, humanistic, musical,
economic, and exploratory figures. Political figures are included only if they patronized the arts, and
coverage focuses on their cultural impact. Figures from western European countries, such as Italy, France,
England, Iberia, the Low Countries, and the Holy Roman Empire predominate, but outlying areas such as
Scotland, Scandinavia, and Eastern Europe are a so represented.

Late medieval Europe was an age of crisis. With the Papacy removed to Avignon, the schism in the Catholic
Church shook the very core of medieval belief. The Hundred Y ears War devastated France. The Black
Death decimated the population. Y et out of this crisis grew an age of renewal, leading to the Renaissance.
The great Italian city-states devel oped. Humanism reawakened interest in the cultures of ancient Greece and
Rome. Dante and Boccaccio began writing in their Tuscan vernacular. Italian artists became humanists and
flourished. Asthe genius of Italy began spreading to northern and western Europe at the end of the 15th
century, the age of renewal was completed. This book provides thorough basic information on the mgjor
cultural figures of this tumultuous era of crisis and renewal.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Reviewed with Renaissance and Refor mation, 1500-1620.

These two biographical dictionaries introduce Greenwood's interdisciplinary series, Great Cultural Eras of
the Western World. Each dictionary includes approximately 350 alphabetically arranged "biographical
vignettes." The "culture" of the seriestitle, according to Carney, denotes "those who made contributions to
art and architecture, music, philosophy, religion, political and social thought, science, math, literature,
history, or education.” Carney is associate professor of English at the College of New Jersey, and Dreesis
associate professor of history at Virginia Wesleyan College.

Entries in each volume are 250 to 1,000 words long, with most filling one or two pages. Each entry is signed
by its contributor. Renaissance and Reformation includes alist of 72 contributors with their academic
affiliations but not their positions. The Late Medieval Age lists only the names of its 86 contributors; it does
not include their institutions or positions. Most entries are clearly written, concise, and summarize the
person's claim to famein the first sentence or two. A few articles, especially those in The Late Medieval Age,
are ahit facile. For example, Leonardo da Vinci is described as the painter of the "breathtaking" Last Supper
and the "ageless' Mona Lisa.

Each entry includes a bibliography of several English-language books or, less frequently, articles. Although
quite a few books from the 1990s and a smattering of primary sources are cited, most items are monographs
published before 1990. The bibliography for Artemisia Gentileschi lists books published in 1987 and 1989
but not Ward Bissell's Artemisia Gentileschi and the Authority of Art: Critical Reading and Catalogue
Raisonne, published in 1999. Several articles on Netherlandish painters cite only Edwin Panofsky's Early
Nether landish Painting (1971) and not more recent books and articles.

Although Carney's introduction notes that an effort was made to include subjects "not as prominent in the
historical canon," the introductory material in neither volume explains the process by which the entries were
selected. An appendix in The Late Medieval Age listing figures according to 28 occupations includes
bankers, heretics, inquisitors, literary figures, printers, and rebels, as well as military leaders, popes, kings,
and queens. Renaissance and Refor mation lists its subjects by discipline, rather than occupation. Disciplines
include art and architecture, drama and theater, travel, law and political theory, and women. Dictionaries
such as these must be selective, but some exclusions are puzzling. Marco Polo, William Wallace (of
Braveheart fame), and court painter Orazio Gentileschi (father of Artemisiaand, until recently, better
known) come to mind. Both dictionaries are tightly focused geographically as well as chronologically.
Although neither dictionary defines its geographic scope, both are limited to western Europe and afew
eastern European and Scandinavian countries, asimplied by the series name and demonstrated in the
appendixes listing subjects by geographic region.

Each volume includes a general bibliography arranged by topic and an index to alternative names and
individuals mentioned within entries.

Most of the individualsincluded in the The Late Medieval Age and Renaissance and Reformation are also
represented in the two major encyclopedias covering these two periods, the Dictionary of the Middle Ages
(Scribner, 1982-1989) and the Encyclopedia of the Renaissance (Scribner, 1999). Individuals without entries


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

in the Dictionary of the Middle Agesinclude William Lyndwood, "the most prominent canon lawyer of the
Middle Ages," and Jacques de Molay, the last grand master of the Order of the Knights of the Temple. Many
individuals covered by the Greenwood dictionaries are also included in major subject encyclopedias such as
the Dictio nary of Art (Grove, 1996). The Greenwood dictionaries are optional choices for reference
collections that already own the Dictionary of the Middle Ages, the Encyclopedia of the Renaissance, and a
good selection of subject encyclopedias. The most appreciative audience for the Greenwood series will be
students doing course work or research papers on the specific historical periods covered by the dictionaries.
Libraries supporting courses in medieval and Renaissance history may want to acquire these books for
reference or circulating collections. RBB
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Review
..."well-written, engaging biographies, offering afairly solid understanding of each figure'srolein
history...this book is highly recommended for college and university libraries."-Choice

..."this volume includes many of the era's mgjor figures and is to be commended for its attempt at
geographical inclusiveness."-Sixteenth Century Journal

"Libraries supporting courses in medieval and Renaissance history may want to acquire for reference or
circulating collections."-Booklist/Reference Books Bulletin

.."will serve as a useful starting point for research in history, the arts, and religion in academic and large
public and school libraries."-American Reference Books Annual

?...thisvolume includes many of the era's major figures and isto be commended for its attempt at
geographical inclusiveness.?-Sixteenth Century Journal

?Libraries supporting courses in medieval and Renaissance history may want to acquire for reference or
circulating collections.?-Booklist/Reference Books Bulletin

?..will serve as a useful starting point for research in history, the arts, and religion in academic and large
public and school libraries.?-American Reference Books Annual

?...well-written, engaging biographies, offering afairly solid understanding of each figure'srolein
history...this book is highly recommended for college and university libraries.?-Choice

... this volume includes many of the era's mgjor figures and is to be commended for its attempt at
geographical inclusiveness."-Sixteenth Century Journal

.-'will serve as a useful starting point for research in history, the arts, and religion in academic and large
public and school libraries."-American Reference Books Annual

... well-written, engaging biographies, offering afairly solid understanding of each figure'srolein
history...this book is highly recommended for college and university libraries."-Choice
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Fomby:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Late Medieval Age of Crisis and Renewal, 1300-1500: A
Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras of the Western World). Try to stumble through book The
Late Medieval Age of Crisis and Renewal, 1300-1500: A Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras
of the Western World) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Alva Sexton:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this The Late Medieval Age of Crisis and Renewal, 1300-1500: A Biographical
Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras of the Western World), you could tells your family, friendsin addition
to soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Ricky Dotson:

The Late Medieval Age of Crisis and Renewal, 1300-1500: A Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural
Eras of the Western World) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Late Medieval Age of Crisis and Renewal, 1300-1500: A
Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras of the Western World) although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among
it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Dennis Bales:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching

TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Late Medieval Age of Crisisand



Renewal, 1300-1500: A Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras of the Western World) whichis
getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's view.
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