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Paraffin, Vermont, is home to the Grosholtz Candle Factory. There, seventeen-
year-old Poppy finds something dark and unsettling: a room filled with dozens of
startlingly lifelike wax sculptures. Later, she’s shocked when one of the
figures—a teenage boy who doesn’t seem to know what he is—jumps naked and
screaming out of the trunk of her car. Poppy wants to return him to the factory,
but before she can, a fire destroys the mysterious workshop.
     With the help of the wax boy, who answers to the name Dud, Poppy tries to
find out who was behind the fire. Along the way, she discovers that some of the
townspeople are starting to look a little . . . waxy. Can they extinguish the evil
plot?
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Paraffin, Vermont, is home to the Grosholtz Candle Factory. There, seventeen-year-old Poppy finds
something dark and unsettling: a room filled with dozens of startlingly lifelike wax sculptures. Later, she’s
shocked when one of the figures—a teenage boy who doesn’t seem to know what he is—jumps naked and
screaming out of the trunk of her car. Poppy wants to return him to the factory, but before she can, a fire
destroys the mysterious workshop.
     With the help of the wax boy, who answers to the name Dud, Poppy tries to find out who was behind the
fire. Along the way, she discovers that some of the townspeople are starting to look a little . . . waxy. Can
they extinguish the evil plot?
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 8 Up—The world-famous Grosholtz Candle Factory resides in Paraffin, VT; so does aspiring theatrical
actress and sassy teenager Poppy Palladino. Recently humiliated on national television during a talent
contest, Poppy is the town laughingstock. Haunted by the mishap, she is bullied by her schoolmates and can't
shake her notoriety. When her nemesis, Blake, finds an exact wax replica of Poppy and uses it to embarrass
her yet again, Poppy reaches her saturation point and seeks revenge by visiting the candle factory in the
hopes of getting a wax figure of Blake to return the favor. What Poppy discovers instead are dark secrets
after a chance meeting with a cryptic old lady working there. The woman leaves the teen a message etched in
a candle and warns her of the perils of the factory. With the help of a wax figurine who magically comes to
life and is left in her care, the heroine sets out to find out what is going on. When the town residents start
acting strangely, Poppy realizes there are few whom she can trust. The story line begins slowly but moves
quickly once the protagonist unearths a nefarious plan for the town. Moving from victim to hero, Poppy steps
up to save her community. VERDICT Although the book has elements of a typical horror story, it won't
quite keep its readers up all night. Purchase where the author's books are popular.—Vivian Ho, Port
Washington Public Library, NY

Review

"[Wax] is a smart satire on consumer culture, shades of Invasion of the Body Snatchers, in a Grosholtz
Candle Edition. The characters and relationships are quite compelling and realistic, despite that fact that
some of them are literally made of wax."
—VOYA

"With witty characters, a campy premise, and a creepy setting, this exciting, entertaining horror-mystery will
appeal to readers who like their comedy on the dark side."
—Booklist

"Poppy’s bone-dry sense of humor provides laughs throughout this creepy tale of body-snatchers (“Dud
wasn’t capable of understanding the concept of nipples, much less love”), but the real strength of the story
lies in Damico’s wholehearted commitment to her bizarre plot and its outlandish twists."
—Publishers Weekly

"Damico writes a hybrid comedy-horror romp that can keep readers turning pages."
—Kirkus

About the Author

Gina Damico is the author of Hellhole, Wax, and the grim-reapers-gone-wild books of the Croak trilogy.
She has also dabbled as a tour guide, transcriptionist, theater house manager, scenic artist, movie extra, office
troll, retail monkey, yarn hawker and breadmonger. A native of Syracuse, New York, she now lives in Los
Angeles with her husband, two cats, one dog, and an obscene amount of weird things purchased from yard
sales. Visit her website at www.ginadami.co.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elaine Bell:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Wax. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Wax. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Gregory Kim:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because just their
can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need that Wax to read.

Barbara Guevara:

Beside this particular Wax in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Wax because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book and read it from now!

Verna Krell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Wax.
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