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From the creators of You Are Stardust comes a new informational picture book
that brings the big ideas of their first book down to earth. Wild Ideas looks deep
into the forests, skies and oceans to explore how animals solve problems.
Whether it’s weaving a safe place to rest and reflect, blowing a fine net of
bubbles to trap fish, or leaping boldly into a new situation, the animals featured
(including the orangutan, humpback whale and gibbon) can teach us a lot about
creative problem solving tools and strategies.Like You Are Stardust, this book
uses lyrical text grounded in current science alongside wonderfully detailed art to
present problems as doorways to creative thinking. Wild Ideas encourages an
inquiry-based approach to learning, inviting readers to indulge their sense of
wonder and curiosity by observing the natural world, engaging with big ideas and
asking questions. An author’s note at the end delves deeper into the research
behind the text.
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From the creators of You Are Stardust comes a new informational picture book that brings the big ideas of
their first book down to earth. Wild Ideas looks deep into the forests, skies and oceans to explore how
animals solve problems. Whether it’s weaving a safe place to rest and reflect, blowing a fine net of bubbles
to trap fish, or leaping boldly into a new situation, the animals featured (including the orangutan, humpback
whale and gibbon) can teach us a lot about creative problem solving tools and strategies.Like You Are
Stardust, this book uses lyrical text grounded in current science alongside wonderfully detailed art to present
problems as doorways to creative thinking. Wild Ideas encourages an inquiry-based approach to learning,
inviting readers to indulge their sense of wonder and curiosity by observing the natural world, engaging with
big ideas and asking questions. An author’s note at the end delves deeper into the research behind the text.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
PreS-Gr 2—From the creative team behind You Are Stardust (Owlkids, 2012) comes a new picture book
encouraging readers to ask questions and observe the answers found in nature. Every creature has problems
and ways of discovering solutions to fit a specific need. Using examples from wildlife, the author asks
children to learn from the ingenuity of animals and apply their creativity to human problem solving.
"Pigeons procrastinate. Bees calculate. Elephants innovate." Much can be learned from careful observation
of the world around us—just as some squirrels learn to cross a busy street by watching humans, we can learn
from watching other species. Some may be "wild ideas," like the way chimpanzees invent drinking spoons
from folded leaves, while others reinforce ideas we might already employ. "Killer whales rely on their
mothers' wisdom. Baboons get guidance from their dads." The full-color, full-page illustrations are all
dioramas that depict the animals and children interacting. Although many scenes are quite busy and full of
detail, the text, sometimes in varying sizes, is clear and easy to read. An author's endnote explains the
research involved. VERDICT Although most readers will be drawn to this book because of the animal
content, they might pick up some problem-solving skills in the process.—Sara-Jo Lupo Sites, George F.
Johnson Memorial Library, Endicott, NY

Review

A Kirkus Best of 2015 Selection

"Speaks directly to young readers in a carefully constructed, elegant, accessible language that transcends the
ordinary and demonstrates not even the slightest hint of condescension... This is a work that will be read and
examined again and again, with something new to be discovered at every turn. Profound and entirely
wonderful."
—Kirkus Reviews - STARRED REVIEW

"The illustrations are three-dimensional dioramas that are sure to spark plenty of creative ideas."
—Ithaca Child

"An imaginative and illuminating catalog of various animals' problem-solving strategies...[a] heartening
celebration of our kinship with other beings."
— Brain Pickings

"Each statement supported by scientific fact is woven into the whimsical world of Kim's visuals. This book
frees us to be more than we thought we could be."
— Librarian's Quest

"The perfect mixture of science and storytelling that children will love to read and parents and teachers will
love to use as a teach tool."
- South Florida Sun Sentinel

"The depth of the images and the surprising facts work together to create a lovely connection between the
readers and the natural world."
— The Boston Globe



"Delightful dioramas bring the book's accessible prose to life."
—Science Magazine

"Young kids who like to write stories will be interested in this beautiful book."
— San Francisco Book Review

"Kelsey presents simple, powerful examples in warm, accessible language...beautifully presented and rich in
ideas."
- Booklist

"Although most readers will be drawn to this book because of the animal content, they might pick up some
problem-solving skills in the process."
— School Library Journal

"A strong voice and an angle that makes it different from other books...a fun book to discuss in science and
environmental studies."
—The International Educator

About the Author

Dr. Elin Kelsey is a science educator, speaker and consultant who has worked with a variety of museums,
zoos and aquariums, including the Monterey Bay Aquarium, the Canadian Museum of Nature and the
Calgary Zoo, to name just a few. She is an adjunct professor at the Monterey Institute of International
Studies and at Royal Roads University, as well as the author of ten books. She lives in Pacific Grove,
California.

Soyeon Kim is an artist and illustrator who specializes in work that merges real-life materials, sketching and
painting to produce three-dimensional pieces. Born in Korea but now living in Toronto, Ontario, she is a
graduate of the York University visual arts program.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Wild
Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have different opinion?

Robert Densmore:

Beside this specific Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking because this book offers for you readable



information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Mark Spears:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books
in the top list in your reading list is definitely Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Gloria White:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire
Your Thinking to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
available a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire Your Thinking can to be
your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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