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Where would we be without guidebooks? All over the world travellers check out
the sights of their chosen destination with their noses glued to a guidebook, and
rely on them for every aspect of their visit - ordering meals, understanding the
locals or avoiding wandering into the red-light district. Few realise the guidebook
has a long and distinguished history, going back to Biblical times and
encompassing major cultural and social changes that have witnessed the
transformation of travel. Much as the modern "Blue Guide" will tell the visitor
what the essential sights of Paris or New York are so, in the fourth century AD, a
"Guidebook to the Seven Wonders of the World" was produced. In 1480, an
'official' guidebook to the Holy Land warned 'For the sake of good relations with
foreign hosts, a grave and courteous manner must be maintained ...'. This is very
similar to the advice given in one of the most recent guidebooks to Iraq: 'Be
especially courteous when dealing with officials ...if you upset them, they can be
your worst enemies'. In this delightful book Nicholas Parsons takes us on a
fascinating journey through centuries of travel writing.
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Where would we be without guidebooks? All over the world travellers check out the sights of their chosen
destination with their noses glued to a guidebook, and rely on them for every aspect of their visit - ordering
meals, understanding the locals or avoiding wandering into the red-light district. Few realise the guidebook
has a long and distinguished history, going back to Biblical times and encompassing major cultural and
social changes that have witnessed the transformation of travel. Much as the modern "Blue Guide" will tell
the visitor what the essential sights of Paris or New York are so, in the fourth century AD, a "Guidebook to
the Seven Wonders of the World" was produced. In 1480, an 'official' guidebook to the Holy Land warned
'For the sake of good relations with foreign hosts, a grave and courteous manner must be maintained ...'. This
is very similar to the advice given in one of the most recent guidebooks to Iraq: 'Be especially courteous
when dealing with officials ...if you upset them, they can be your worst enemies'. In this delightful book
Nicholas Parsons takes us on a fascinating journey through centuries of travel writing.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Nicholas Parsons is a freelance writer who specialises in the history and culture of central Europe. He has
written the Blue Guide to Austria, The Xenophobe's Guide to the Austrians and city guides to Budapest and
Prague. He lives in Austria.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Irizarry:

The book Worth the Detour: A History of the Guidebook will bring you to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book
very ideal to you. The book Worth the Detour: A History of the Guidebook is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jenny Davis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Worth the Detour: A History of the
Guidebook that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Worth the Detour: A History of the Guidebook become your starter.

Mildred Yen:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is Worth the Detour: A History of the Guidebook this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable
all of you.



Kenneth Kan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which
filled update of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just in search of the Worth the Detour: A History of the Guidebook when you desired it?
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